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CHOOSE YOUR OWN ORPHAN 


EDEN ORPHANAGE 


IN THE GARDEN OF 








Think of it! Only $8 a Month 


You may select your own child from the pictures above and become a sponsor of 
one of these dear Korean orphan children. Each one has a heartbreaking story. 
For instance, number 1A, Kim Jung Ja, was born in Seoul April 5, 1949. In 1950 
the Communists kidnapped her father and he has not been heard from since. 
The same year our bombers killed the mother! Neighbors rescued the child and 
fled to the South. 


After various experiences she was brought to our Garden of Eden Orphanage in 
Pusan, which is in desperate need now. Each child is waiting to have an Amer- 
ican “Daddy and Mommie”! For only $8 a month—just 26 pennies a day—you 
or your Sunday School, Bible Class, Junior Church, Ladies Group, etc., will help 
bring Christ to your chosen boy or girl and train him to be a Christian leader in 
Korea. This $8 provides all the needs of the child, including the school tuition 
which is not free in Korea. 


The ESEA is caring for over 2000 orphans, war widows, and children of lepers. 
Many more are in desperate need, homeless, cold, and hungry. Help us expand 
our 30 Homes. Each one is a real Christian institution. All Staff and Board mem- 
bers are earnest Bible-believing Christians. Korea’s severe winter is near. Will 
you help us so that we may take many more children off the streets and into our 
Homes? Write or phone NOW! ; 


cc — — —- CLIP AND MAIL TODAY-———— — ee 
( ) YES I want to “adopt” an orphan for one year. My choice is Number.............-.....----- 
If this child has already been adopted, I agree to support another whom you will 


select. With God's help I will send $8 a month. Please let me have my child’s name, 
picture, address, and story. I understand I may continue after one year if I wish to. SEND 
FULL PARTICULARS. 


( ) I cannot “adopt” a child, but want to help by giving $ 
( ) Please send me further information. 














ADDRESS 
RIESE GALS 0 SS Oe Zone........ State 
Gifts of any amount are welcome. Sponsorings are income tax deductible. 
THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC. ASSOCIATION, INC. 
A Non-Profit Corporation : 
Dept. ST-10 4848 North Leonard Drive Chicago 31, Illinois 


Telephone: GLadstone 6-6181 
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Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


By Helen G. H. Estelle 


Honorary President of the New York Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union 


School Education Effective——Brewers 
are complaining that alcohol education 
in the public schools is reducing beer 
sales. The American Brewer, their 
publication, has been carrying a series 
of articles devoted to the alcohol edu- 
cation programs in the schools. The 
New York W.C.T.U. was among the 
first to introduce the program on a 
large scale and they had the term “Al- 
cohol Education” copyrighted: The re- 
duction in consumption is substantiated 
by Director Dwight Avis of the Tax 
Division: “The demand for alcoholic 
beverages has not paralleled the growth 
of our population and our rising na- 
tional income . . . at least part of the 
reason for this decline is due to dry 
propagandists, particularly those oper- 
ating in the public schools.” May your 
scribe add that the churches might get 
more credit for curtailing the tide if 
more emphasis were placed on the value 
of sobriety. “Wine is a mocker.” 


Under date of August 2nd the Kenya 
Government announced a_ temporary 
ban on the sale of alcoholic spirits as 
the deaths of seven Africans have been 
attributed to its use. 


In Harrisburg, Pa., the State House 
of Representatives defeated a proposal 
to authorize the sale of beer at the 
Philadelphia Phillies baseball games. 
It was the sécond defeat for. such a 
measure this session. 


In Rochester, N. Y., a parents’ com- 
mittee suggested a ban on drinking at 
teen-age parties because of the dangers 
involved. The parents visited schools 
and extracurricular activities over a 
four-month periods The report is being 
distributed by the Board of Education. 
“No one has a right to serve alcoholic 
beverages to other people’s children,” 
the report said. “A parent might be 
held negligent should serious conse- 
quences occur.” 


Alcoholism in the United States is 
now seven times more prevalent than 
cancer. There are six times as many 
alcoholics as there are active and in- 
active cases of tuberculosis. Here are 
the latest government figures: Alcohol- 
ism, 5,015,000; tuberculosis, 800,000; and 
cancer, 700,000. Alcoholism could be 
prevented if liquor were banished. 


According to the latest figures from 
the Department of Commerce; only 
grocery stores and service stations com- 
bined outnumber liquor outlets in the 
United States. The Commerce Depart- 
ment released these figures: Retail al- 


(Continued on page 823) 
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Lesson for November 8 in this issue , 





Lesson 6.—Supreme Allegiance to God. im 
(Temperance.) Acts 5:17-42. 
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Hands and Heart 
By Florence Pedigo Jansson 


HILE Martha toiled with fretful 
care 
To serve her Lord with food, 
A wiser, Mary, sought to share 
Her Lord’s abundant good. 


While Martha’s hands were swift and 
skilled 
And served with much ado, 
The gentle heart of Mary thrilled; 
She served the Master, too. 
Lord, turn me from the day’s demands 
To choose the better part, 
And moderate my Martha hands, 
Give me a Mary heart. 


- 


Finding the Rest of Faith 
Abundant life is that which the 


_ Lord Jesus wants all: His disciples to 


have. He said, “I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly” (John 10: 
10). Though this is the high New Tes- 
tament standard for the Christian life, 
yet many believers do not measure up 
to it in actual experience. Some are 
therefore tempted to doubt their sal- 
vation. But an understanding of the 
two possible aspects of the Christian 
life is important and helps to dispel 
Mental anguish and _ discouragement. 
The Rev. A. T. Houghton, chairman of 
the (British) Keswick Convention 
Council, in a fine article on “The Abid- 
ing Presence of Christ” in The Christian 
Herald and Signs of Our Times (July 11, 
London), quoted the late Dr. W. Graham 
Scroggie with reference to Keswick’s 
distinctive message as follows: “All 
Christians have what the New Testa- 
ment calls ‘eternal life,’ for without 


experience of abounding life. 





this one cannot be a Christian, but all 


into the 

There 
can be relationship without fellowship; 
there can be union without communion; 
there can be life without health; there 
can be privilege without enjoyment; 
and there can be movement without 
progress. One may war and yet not 
win, may serve and yet not triumph, 
and the difference throughout is just 
the difference between possession of 
eternal life, and the experience of 
abounding life; the difference between 
‘peace with God’ and ‘the peace of God’; 
the difference between obtainment and 
attainment. Abounding life is just the 
fulness of life in Christ, made possible by 
His death and resurrection and made 
actual by the indwelling and infilling of 
the Holy Spirit.” If any believer is con- 


Christians have not entered 


w 


scious of a lack of this abounding life, 
of defeat, doubt, and discouragement, it 
is vitally important to take time to get 
quiet before the Lord and ask Him by 
His Holy Spirit to show what is causing 
the trouble. God is able and willing to 
do this for His children, for it is His 
desire that they should be rejoicing in 
Him and useful in His hands. There 
may be some point in the life at which 
the disciple has not yielded everything 
to God, and this breaks communion 
and takes away joy. Or, if the sur- 
render is complete, it may be a question 
of lack of faith. The remedy for this is 
prayer and the Word of God, for “faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God” (Rom. 10:17). It may 
not take a great deal of Scripture to 
drive away unbelief, for sometimes one 
text, read slowly and prayerfully and 
appropriated by faith, is enough to re- 
store the joy of salvation. For instance, 


. “My grace is sufficient for thee” (2 Cor. 


12:9); “He hath said, I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may 
boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and 
I will not fear what man shall do unto 
me” (Heb. 13:5, 6). We must remember 
that God wants to give us His best and 
is willing to help us even to receive it. 


wg 


A Partnership of Power 
By J. Stuart Holden, D.D. 


“Thou art Simon the son of Jona: 
thou shalt be called Cephas, which is 
by interpretation, A stone” (John 1: 
42). 


Lord’s we find the first personal 

promise of regeneration that He 
ever gave to an individual, and almost 
the first declaration of His power to 
transform men. “Thou art ... thou 
shalt be.” Christ is saying to each one 
of us today, “Thou art.” And some- 
times He says it with a sob in His 
voice. For He has in view what we 
might have been; He knows the height 
from which we have fallen; He sees us 
as we are in the.light of the unchang- 
ing purpose of God expressed in cre- 
ation and in redemption. In various 
ways and through many voices He pro- 
claims to us His power to renew, to 
redeem, to liberate. “Thou shalt be.” 

“Thou art ... thou shalt be.” We see 
the expansion and fulfillment of this 
word in the life of Simon to whom 
Christ first addressed it. Christ knew 
Simon to be a man of selfish determin- 
ation and of undisciplined impulse. 
Christ looked. at him discerningly and 


[: THIS simple statement of our 


diagnosed his case with unerring ac- 
curacy: “Thou art Simon, with all the 
rashness, the instability, the unreliabil- 
ity of thy nature. But I will make 
thee the man of rock. I will make thee 
the man whose energy shall be applied 
henceforth successfully in the direction 
of the extension of the kingdom of 
God.” “Grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ” (John 1:17), truth which says, 
“Thou art,’ grace which says, ‘Thou 
shalt be.” This is the very core and 
heart of the Evangel, which is attested 
by its transforming, dominating, re- 
deeming energies in the lives of those 
who trust its promises, ‘and fulfill its 
conditions. The first and last argu- 
ment for Christ in the world is His 
Church. The first and last argument 
for the power of Christ in the world 
is the individual membership of -that 


Church, wherein. every man is re- 
deemed, sanctified, and renewed. 
“Thou art ... thou shalt be.” Bring- 


ing this word down to its present per- 
sonal significance, which, after all, is 
our chiefest concern at this time, we 
see that it is an implied declaration of 
all the resources of God that were lib- 
erated manward in the atonement that 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“Happy is he that condemneth 
not himself in that thing which he 
alloweth” (Rom. 14:22). 

















He wrought. It proclaims all the riches - 


of the power of God that were applied 
to the problem of human sin, when 
at the cross our blessed Lord completed 
the work that He began. All His in- 
tercession now before the throne to 
which He has ascended, all the out- 
pourings of His Spirit, and all the rein- 
forcements of His presence in the hearts 
of men are proclaimed in this word of 
promise, “Thou art . . . thou shalt be.” 

When Christ first uttered these words 
He expressed His faith by this very 
declaration in three directions. Firstly, 
His faith in the reclaimability of the 
man whom He addresses. Christ was 
full of optimism concerning Simon, who 
had ever, hitherto, shown any signs 
of the rock-nature,.but He had faith in 
what he might yet become. He, and 
He alone, is the One who despairs of no 
man. He believes in the possibility of 
our entire reclaimability unto holiness 
Nand the service of God. He has faith 
also in the potency, the omnipotence of 
the grace that He brought to:the task of 
redemption. He reveals and transmits 
to men the power of God. There is a 
divine self-consciousness of power in 
every one of Christ’s declarations. He 
sees beyond the present, and expresses 
His faith in the possibility of a life re- 
claimed and redeemed by the grace of 
God. 

It looks sometimes as though we are 
fit for nothing, as though sin has so 
deteriorated our capacities that no good 
purpose can ever be effected in our 
lives. But that is not Christ’s verdict. 
That is not His dictum concerning us. 
Jesus Christ is the supreme Optimist 
when He is faced with the complex 
problems: of a life, either of a man, or 
a nation. “Thou art untrue, worldly 
minded, proud, avaricious. Thou art 
unrighteous, disobedient, recalcitrant, 
rebellious.” Is that what the Lord is 
saying to us? Conscience is always 
originally on the side of God, until it 
becomes deteriorated, until in the folly 
of our sin we stifle its voice. Listen 
to the voice of: conscience, for it echoes 
Christ’s own voice to you. Our Lord 
tears away the veil of self-complacency 
that we may see ourselves as we really 
are in His sight. “Thou art.” Of course 
that implies, “Thou hast been,” for char- 
acter is just the harvest of conduct. 
“Thou art,” and underneath that plain, 
sincere declaration of the Lord’s, there 
is that which convicts us of all the 
folly of the past which we would fain 
have buried forever. For He whose 
eyes are “as a flame of fire” sees in the 
life of each of us sin’s destructive 
power. Life’s uncontrolled emotions 
and. purposes all serve but to reveal 
the kind of life we have hitherto se- 
cretly lived. . 
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But our Lord sees far more than 
that. As He looks into our hearts He 
sees the hidden desires and the half- 
expressed hopes of our souls. He sees 
what in our best moments we fain 
would rise to be. And this word of 
His declares a partnership of power 
into which He seeks to bring us, in 
which every God-given resolve and de- 
sire shall be realized. If we did but 
understand that all our spiritual long- 
ings are prophetic of Christ’s satisfying 
fullness, that fullness which He seeks 
to bestow upon us—our hopelessness 
would give place to a joyous realization, 
and a quick living faith would lay 
hold of His grace. “Thou shalt be’— 
despite all those capacities and apti- 
tudes that have become defiled and 
degraded by reason of what sin has 
done in our lives. It is Christ’s: prom- 
ise, despite all these things, entirely 
to reverse the current. “Thou shalt 
be”—not, mark you, by an imposition 
of new precepts, but by the interpo- 
sition of new power. “Thou shalt be” 
—not by demanding service under an- 
other law, for we have already broken 
all the law He has ever given, but by 
obedience to another Lord. 


Notice how this. promise of Christ’s 
was realized in the life of the one to 
whom it was originally given. This 
word, as it came to Simon, and as it 
comes to us, kindled hope. And does 
not this word of the Lord’s also kindle 
new hope in our hearts? For, after all, 


the power of any word entirely de- 


pends on the character and ability of 
the speaker to make it good.‘ And not 
only the kindling of hope, but the in- 
fluencing of decision, comes with the 
word, “Thou shalt be.” Christ woos us 
by all the gentleness of His own heart 
to a decision of union with Himself. 
He influences our decision by a -revela- 
tion of the true life. It was by the 
establishment of fellowship that this 
promise was realized, and Simon be- 
came Peter. 


Our Lord seeks to establish a fellow- 
ship in which He is Lord and we are 
the willing vassals, in which He is the 
Guide and we are the willing followers, 
in which He is the Light-giver and 
we are the willing reflectors and obedi- 
ent disciples. Then, as we seek to follow 
Him, there comes into our lives a daily 
inflow of power; and by this ever- 
expanding love to Him, life is cleansed 
from all that is unworthy, and is made a 
fitting temple for His indwelling. This is 
the kind of influence by which our Lord 
transforms Simons into Peters. It is not 
by a harsh display of authority but by 
the gentle exercise of love’ which illu- 
mines everything and makes, us love to 
follow Him. And, as we thus follow 
Him, life becomes strong to do and to 
bear. Fluctuations and even backslid- 
ings there may be, as there were with 
Peter, but these cah never exhaust His 
patience. “Thou art... thou shalt be.” 
He will fill you with His sanctifying 
Spirit; He will bring you into His won- 
drous companionship; and His comrade- 
ship. will be a partnership of power, 
and you will be not only in name, but 
in character, also a son of God. 
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Notes on Open Letters — 


\ 


Is Unfermented Wine Used ~ 
at the Passover? 


Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times has gl. 
ways stood for truth for the truths 
sake, and it is not true that the Pass. 
over custom was to use unfermentej 
wine. In the course of several year 
I have questioned saved and unsaved 
Jews with always the same result 
Orthodox Jews here in L—— tell me 
they use only fermented wine but 
dilute it for the women and children, 
—A Pennsylvania reader. 

I would commend to the writer a 
very careful study made by the Rey, 
L. W. G. Duff-Forbes of the Biblical 
Research Society, 361 Koolong Road, 
Elsternwick S. 4, Victoria, Australia, 
entitled, “Leaven at the Lord’s Table,” 
of which Mr. Nash, principal of the 
Melbourne Bible Institute, says, “Your 
main contentions, based upon definite 
historical and scientific research are 
incontrovertible.” 4 

Mr. Duff-Forbes quotes an official 
Jewish book, “Service for the First 
Nights of Passover,” published by Jo- 
seph Schlesinger, Vienna, the Hebrew 
therein being translated by Dr. Joseph 
Loewy. Under the heading, “Some Reg- 
ulations Concerning the Day Before 
the Feast of Passover,” appears the 
following, which I quote verbatim: 

“The Thora [Law] does not only for- 
bid to use Chametz [leaven] during the 
days of Passover for any usage whatso- 
ever, but also to have it in possession 
during this time. As Chametz is un- 
derstood, everything fermented from 
any kind of grain, be it in compact or 
liquid form. Also every substance in 
compact or liquid form containing even 
a very small particle of fermented mat- 
ter is to be considered as Chametz.... 
Everything fermented or containing in 
part fermented matter must, according 
to the rules of the Thora, not remain 
in Jewish possession.” 

The article on “Passover” in the En- 
cyclopedia -Britannica, 8th edition, Pp. 
333, is also quoted: 

“The rabbins would seem to have in-. 
terpreted the command respecting fer- 
ment as extending to the wine as well 
as to the bread of the Passover. The 
modern Jews especially generally use 


raisin wine after the injunction of the. 


rabbins.” This is confirmed. by the 
statements of two grand rabbis of Syd- 
ney, one of whom, Rabbi Cohen, says: 
“For this ritual use and as at marriages 
and especially because all drink wine 
at the Passover table where no leaven 
may intrude, Jews naturally prefer 
wine prepared with conscientious care 
by a co-religionist. If for these pur- 
poses they cannot purchase wine from 
a Jewish vintner, they must make a sub- 
stitute at \home from grocers’ raisins, 
fresh every week, because it is unfer- 
mented, and so will not keep. This was 
the wine you saw at the marriage feast 
at Orange.” ; 

It is possible, even probable,. that 

(Continued on page 823) 





Since 1 
the latt 
the fai’ 
low thc 
the ear 
or shal 
in self. 
imposs 
If Ch 
lieve 
concer! 
and slc 


prophe 
what s) 












r Jo- 
brew 
seph 
Reg- 
efore 
for- 


atso- 
sion 


rom 


yd- 


T- 


at 





zi 
« 








i Bible, you would be horrified.” 


Bcon for November 8 


IV. How To Deceive the Orthodox 


Some tactics of the Higher Critics 


courage foreign missions because 
we could only hope to add a few 
Bible “myths” to the already over- 
stocked mythologies of the heathen: 
Thus the critics have saved the church 
several dollars and many oyster suppers. 

The critics have rejected or emptied 
the meaning out of every fundamental 
Christian doctrine. They have substi- 
tuted a philosophy of religion for 2 
divine revelation’ of salvation; and for 
the Fall, human progress; for sin, “the 
divine spark which is in every man”— 
but not in the Bible; for justification by 
faith, self-justification by, works—the 
common ground of all heathen religions. 
Since the apostles prophesied that “in 
the latter times some shall depart from 
the faith” (1 Tim. 4:1), are we to fol- 
low those who still hold the doctrines of 
the early Christians and the Reformers, 
or shall we believe the critics who say 
in self-defense, “Predictive prophecy is 
impossible”? 

If Christ said to those who did not be- 
lieve the Old Testament predictions 
concerning His first coming, “O fools, 
and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken” (Luke 24:25), 
what shall be said of the critics? 


cours CRITICISM tends to dis- 


THE CONFUSING DISAGREEMENTS 


It has been demonstrated that the 
ability to find mistakes in the Bible is 
the only absolute test of scholarship 
and ignorance; but since the critics, in 
Treading the Bible, do not agree where 
we should “elide a line,” or where 
“transpose a verse,” and since there is so 


‘ Much “difficulty in. separating the his- 


torical from the purely traditional,” the 
confused public must content itself with 
the Sunday newspaper until the clash- 
ing critics have reached “a unanimous 
finding,” or else each one may reject 
whatever parts of the Bible are most 
troublesome to his conscience. 


When young ministers first began to 
be graduated from seminaries teaching 
the new ideas about the Bible, ‘they 
faced a real problem. No orthodox con- 
gtegation would wish to have such a 
pastor. As one Scottish seminary man 
said to another, “What shall I tell my 
congregation about our new ideas?” 
The other said, “Break it to them gently, 
Sandy.” This was done by many young 
Ministers. One old gentleman told me 
Tecently how one of his theological 
Seminary professors instructed a class of 
fifty members on how to deceive an 
orthodox congregation. It had to be 
done and it Was done until the con- 
gtegations preferred to have “modern” 
pastors. 

Years ago a young minister was called 
to a church where a friend of mine was 
an elder. The young minister said, “If 
you knew what I believe about the 
The 
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young elder, like most Christians at that 
time, had no idea what the young man 


meant, but not wanting to appear in-- 


quisitive said nothing. Forty years later 
the elder understood. The young man 
became one of the most prominent 
Liberals in the country. 

One of the best repartees I ever knew 
was made by a lady who was very 
familiar with her Bible. She spoke to a 
young Liberal minister, after his sermon, 
about his unscriptural ideas. He af- 
fected a grand position and said, “Yes, 
it is true, like St. Paul, that ‘after the 
way which they call heresy, so worship 
I the God of my fathers.’” She replied, 
“Why don’t you quote the rest of the 
verse? ‘Believing all things which are 
written in the law and in the prophets’” 
(Acts 24:14). 

The younger minister could not say 
that, and was therefore either bluffing 
or ignorant of the Bible he was trying 
to discredit. 


MISSING THE MEANING 


One of the most devastating slurs on 
the Bible used by Liberals is to speak 
of “the God of the Old Testament.” 
This may imply anything, but nothing 
good. 

The greatness of God’s mercy and love 
is proved by His willingness to forgive 
even the greatest and most appalling 
repetition of Israel’s apostasies, if. they 
turned to Him in repentance. This is 
one theme of the Old Testament from 
Moses to Malachi. j 

When Liberal ministers speak so dis- 
paragingly of “the God of the Old Testa- 
ment” how far they miss the meaning 
of the Old Testament! 

How little regard they show for God’s 
estimate of Himself! 

The Old Testament often says, “The 
Lord, the Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in 
goodness and truth” (Exod. 34:6). 

God gave this same testimony to His 


character in many other Scriptures. 
Numbers 14:18; 2 Chronicles 30:9; 
Nehemiah 9:17; Psalms 86:15; 103:8; 


116:5; 145:8; Jeremiah 9:23, 24 are all a 
condemnation of all critics of the God 
of the Old Testament. 

Israel began her rebellious career as 
soon as she was delivered from Egypt. 
It was the same story all through the 
historical. books. But the greater the 
stubbornness and sin of Israel in turning 
away from God, the more it proves the 
mercy of God. 

Israel is. still paying the penalty for 
her greatest sin—the rejection and 
crucifixion of her Messiah, but God is 
willing to forgive individual Jews now, 
and a regenerated nation will be for- 
given at the last siege of Jerusalem 
(Zech. 13 and 14). 

Jeremiah 16:10-15 gives the reason 
why the Jews are scattered all over the 
world. It is one of the most remarkable 
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By FREDERICK ERDMAN 


facts of history that the Jews themselves 
have preserved for thousands of years 
the writings of their own prophets 
which condemn them. 

The awful punishments of Israel, al- 
though they were the Chosen People, 
should be a warning to all people who 
think God is too good to punish sin. 
But His willingness to forgive repentant 
sinners proves His infinite mercy. Men 
should never use the disparaging phrase, 
“The God of the Old Testament.” 

If a man does not see the grace of 
God in the Old Testament in His treat- 
ment of the Chosen People, will he real- 
ize the grace of God to himself and 
others in the New Testament? | 


CoMMUNISM 

One of the most appalling results of 
Higher Criticism was its influence upon 
Karl Marx through Strauss and Bauer. 
About 100 years ago these men popular- 
ized the results of Higher Criticism, and, 
according to his biography of Karl Marx, 
Otto Ruhle says that Marx became an 
atheist through the influence of these 
two-men. Higher Criticism . nearly 
ruined the German Protestant Church, 
and through Karl Marx we have Com- 
munism and the torture and massacre 
of millions of people. (“Karl Marx— 
His Life and Work,” Translated by Eden 
and Paul Cedar; Garden City Publishing 
Co., Inc.) 


FUNDAMENTALIST-LIBERAL CONTROVERSY 


The Fundamentalist-Liberal contro- 
versy began during my lifetime: It also 
was a direct result of the invasion of the 
United States by German Higher Criti- 
cism. Orthodox Christians gradually 
realized that young men were coming 
out of seminaries with their confidence 
in the Bible undermined or destroyed, 
and with no Gospel to preach. They 
saw that the schoolbooks of their chil- 
dren contained attacks on the Bible. 
They saw the property and endowments 
of seminaries given by their forefathers 
taken over by Liberals for the propaga- 
tion of anti-Biblical theories. 

Earnest Christian parents lived 
through the experience of seeing their 
own children lose their faith in the 
Bible from the teaching of Liberals in 
schools and seminaries. They lost fel- 
lowship with their children in this life 
and faced eternal separation. Liberals 
do not believe in future punishment. 
They have nothing to worry about. 
Naturally some of the Fundamentalists 
became extreme when they had learned 
“never to trust nobody” who did not 
fully agree with the Scriptures. 

Various writers on each side of this 
subject allude to the platform of the 
Niagara Bible Conference as the basis 
of the Fundamentalist movement. This 
is not accurate. Your grandfather was 
the secretary of the conference and was 
chiefly responsible for the doctrinal 
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statement. It was simply a statement 
of the fundamental doctrines of the 
Bible. The group met for Bible study 
and for mutual discussion of Bible 
questions. 

Scripture proof texts were given for 
each statement to show what the 
Bible says Christians are supposed to 
believe. The Trinity, the verbal in- 
spiration of the original Scriptures, the 
deity of Christ, the virgin birth, the 
substitutionary atonement, bodily resur- 
rection, the second coming of Christ are 
usually referred to as the “Niagara Plat- 
form.” There were twenty-two articles 
with Scripture proofs. 

The conference put out no,;literature, 
or what.is called today, “propaganda.” 
I remember annually helping my father 
mail a few hundred leaflets giving the 
names of the speakers of the conference 
for the next year. The conference was 
attended by some of the most earnest 
Christians from all denominations. 
There were no denominational differ- 
ences in the group. It was-a real Chris- 
tian unity of people who wanted to 
know “What saith, the Scripture?” I 
have preserved for you copies of this 
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platform. There is nothing in it to 
criticize any more than the Apostles’ 
Creed. They are the doctrines of the 
early church preached through the ages 
by orthodox ministers and evangelists 
down to the days of Mr. Moody and 
Billy Graham. When the conference 
was begun, Higher Criticism was sweep- 
ing this country as it had England and 
Scotland, and was appearing in the 
schoolbooks and in the _ seminaries. 
Many Fundamentalists liked the well- 
expressed statement of Christian doc- 
trine in the platform of the Niagara 
Conference. 

The Niagara Bible Conference had a 
wide influence. Many foreign mission- 
aries and other Christian workers at- 
tended; so also the Stewart brothers 
who later decided to send out to: all 
ministers’ booklets containing articles on 
all fundamental Bible doctrines. This 
plan had no official relation to the 
Niagara Bible Conference, but several of 
the Niagara teachers were asked to 
write articles. for the “Fundamentals.” 
Your grandfather and your uncle were 
two of these writers. 


(To be continued) 


Two Anonymous Alcoholics 


An appraisal of Alcoholics Anonymous 


INDINGS and facts of drunkenness 

as well as names of drunkards are 
part of the data of a research study, but 
the persons must be anonymous or not 
named for the sake of surviving rela- 
tives. Here are case histories of two 
chronic alcoholics chosen from among 
those of more than one hundred exces- 
sive drinkers known to the writer rather 
intimately over the last thirty years. 


Exuisir A—A CHRISTIAN DRUNKARD 

John —— had been an expert public 
accountant. The last time the writer 
visited him was three days before his 
death in Bellevue Hospital, New York 
City. He was one of ten thousand al- 
coholics admitted to that institution that 
year. (In some recent years they have 
hospitalized twelve thousand.) 

For the last eleven of John’s twenty- 
one years of overindulgence in beverage 
alcohol, he had known the writer in- 
timately. During that time he had lost 
a dozen good positions and a hundred 
jobs, had lost his home, his children, his 
wife and her love and care. He had 
lost thousands of dollars and hours of 
time that belonged to trusting friends. 
He had lost his sense of responsibility to 
God, and well nigh lost his immortal 
spirjt. 

Ever seeking victory over his bever- 
age alcohol addiction, he tried several 


“cures” of medical science and then 
turned to “religious” means. The pa- 
tient help of Christians and “mercy” 


homes that.had helped others proved of 
no avail for him. Then his most thor- 
ough attempt at cure was through 


By a research engineer 


Alcoholics Anonymous. For three years 
members of the popular group diligently 
worked with him. They were sincere 
men, faithful to their beliefs. He care- 
fully attended their weekly meetings in 
one or the other of two cities. He 
memorized their steps and tried to prac- 
tice every rule. He went out to save 
other. drunks but to no avail for him or 
them. 

During this period the researcher sat 
through many of the cigarette-smoke- 
filled meetings of A.A. in two cities at 
John’s request. He listened in the after 
meeting where they boasted of their 
unlawful escapades such as the number 
of “rubber” checks they had cashed; he 
bought and read their large volume, 
“Alcoholics Anonymous,” and, by silence 
and continuing interest, he encouraged 
John to give the A.A.’s method a sin- 
cere and full trial. 

The researcher ardently hoped that 
the psychological formulae of A.A. 
might break at least one of the weaker 
links in the chain that enslaved him, 
for here at last was one thing in which 
John appeared to have utter faith and 
to which he gave himself without ap- 
parent reservation. But, after three 
years of A.A.’s “treatment,” his best 
efforts, and two more years of coasting, 
his dipsomania—thirst madness—landed 
him in Bellevue Hospital. 

On John’s deathbed, with the toxic 
damage to his nervous system and brain 
beyond repair, but with strangely clear- 
ing mind, perhaps because of forced 
abstinence, he repeated what had long 
been known, that, in spite of all, he 


simply trusted Christ, the infinitely 
faithful One, for eternal life. But how 
tragic! One from whom the Lord 
sought fruit must soon meet his merci- 
ful Saviour empty-handed, except for a 
charred branch from which the dry 
leaves had been burned—“saved though 
as by fire.” 

In the eleven years in which John had 
been observed, there had: been no evi- 
dence that at any time he had sur- 
rendered wholly to, or genuinely 
trusted, Christ for full victory and 
mastery. Self had kept the inner throne 
of his life. His reservation had been, 
“IT can take it or leave it with God’s 
help.” Only to the A.A. did he appear 
to admit defeat, never to God. 


Before the writer had opportunity to, 


return to the hospital, a shocking mes- 
Sage came that, unclaimed, John’s body 
had been buried in the potter’s field. 
Age—forty-nine years. 


ExuisiItT B—a DRUNKARD CURED 


Robert —— had been a godless 
chronic alcoholic for twenty years, from 
age thirty to fifty. By vocation he was 
a mediocre bookkeeper. He, too, had 
lost employment, reputation, ability, 
family, home, and health. He gained an 
“unbreakable” habit and an undeniable 
alcoholic psychosis, and personality im- 
pairment. He, too, had tried various 
“cures,” but still lived much of his time 
in the gutters and in the jails as a 
public charge. 

But one day in a drunken stupor of 
the acute stage, with nerves shot from 
the last experience with delirium 
tremens, he was brought to face up to 
the Gospel of Christ. Acknowledging 
utter defeat, and in despair of life itself, 
he cried out to the living God and was 
pointed to His loving Son, Jesus Christ, 
as the Way. The Lord heard the deep 
sincerity of that cry. His acceptance of 
Christ as his Saviour, Lord, and De- 
liverer soon proved to be genuine and an 
inner supernatural work took place. 

That day, while his body cells were 
still drugged with alcohol, he gave evi- 
dence to have been definitely saved 
spiritually, and loosed from the bondage, 
and cured of the alcoholic psychosis. 
He never touched another drop of 
beverage alcohol, though he lived 
twenty-six years more. He gave his 
living Lord the full credit for the mir- 
acle. His personality gradually became 
dominated by Christ; his identification 
with Christ was a real experience. 

At a hospital in North Jersey, the 
researcher saw Robert two days before 
he died of old age and an injured liver. 
With clear mind he told how he had 
regained in Christ tenfold more than all 
he had lost through alcoholism. The 
Lord had gotten much of conformity to 
Christ in him. He was praising God 
that he was soon to see his Lord. “What 
a Saviour!” he loved to exclaim. He 
was buried by loving ‘friends and 
relatives at the age of seventy-six years. 

A STATISTICAL APPRAISAL OF A.A. 

In the experiences with Exhibit A the 
writer was able to go past the anonym- 
ity by becoming acquainted with more 
than fifty members of Alcoholics Anon- 
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ymous who testified to being “cured.” 
After six years, he could check on 
forty-eight per cent of these. The con- 
dition of the others could not be de- 
termined. Eighty-seven per cent of 
those investigated had lost their “cure.” 
Part of these were again “wallowing in 
the mire.” Only thirteen per cent of 
those investigated were still on the 
“water wagon.” One hopes fervently 
that they will stay there. There seems 
‘to be good reason to believe the same 
percentages would obtain among those 
who could not be located. 

The researcher does not claim that 
this sample is adequate for scientific 
judgment of the results credited to 
Alcoholics Anonymous, but he believes 
it the best evidence available. The 
thirteen per cent is in line with the 
results observed in other cases of purely 
psychological “cures.” All such are but 
partial and often only temporary adjust- 
ments. Psychological adjustments lack 
the power to dominate the. personality 
and to produce consistent victory over 
narcotic and other destructive habits. 
However, for these psychological “cures” 
it is possible and of record that, through 
other media or previous indoctrination, 
some also find Christ as the power for a 
permanent new life. 


A trained personnel counselor or 
social observer who is gifted to edge 
into and to understand other people’s 
experiences can testify to from ten to 
fifteen per cent of those who are cured 
of narcotic habits, including alcoholism, 
by an. apparent combination of social 
environment and will power, set in ac- 
tion by certain stimulae. These cases 
are natural cures and are usually 
effected in those who had no deep 
alcoholic psychosis to begin with. - All 
evidence points to the fact that they 
are the kind found in the 
Alcoholics Anonymous. They would 
doubtless have been “cured” by the 
other psychological content, even if the 
A.A.’s treatment had not included the 
religious, but compromising, dictum, 
“Believe a Power greater than our- 
selves.” 


Curist Is ANONYMOUS IN ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 

In all their literature, the leaders of 
Alcoholics Anonymous have, it seems, 
deliberately left out the name of Christ: 
Christ is not only unnamed or anony- 
mous, but unknown to their doctrine 
and to ninety-seven per cent of their 
members. While they give transient 
honor to “whatever God there may be,” 
our living God is the unknown God to 
them. But, He, the living God, is the 
One who desires “that all men should 
honour the Son, even as they honour the 
Father. He that honoureth not the Son 
honoureth not the Father which hath 
sent him [the Son]” (John 5:23). Christ 
Himself warned, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). 

Where Christ is anonymous, it must 
follow that Calvary is anonymous, too. 
They have left out God’s cure of 
alcoholism—the atoning blood that 
cleanses from sin, including that of 


“cures” of ' 
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intemperance—and the power that de- 
livers from all human bondage including 
that of alcoholism. Christ alone is God’s 
power to work miracles in human lives, 
and a miracle is necessary for the 
complete cure of alcoholics. 


PSYCHOLOGICAL RELIGION POWERLESS 

Much of the so-called Christian reli- 
gion appears not to be genuine enough 
to be able to make the necessary per- 
sonality change adequately to control 
human conduct. But Christ, received 
by genuine faith, can change and fully 
adjust the life of one who fully sub- 
mits to His divine work. It is not the 
faith, but the object of faith—Christ— 
from whom the supernatural change 
comes. It is a supernatural work, a 
miracle in the spiritual center influenc- 
ing the psychical and extending in part 
to the physical life. Most religion is 
merely psychological in its effectiveness 
on conduct, offering slight conduct con- 
trol and _ no real spiritual life. 


Twenty-five years of experience and 
experimentation in the field of human 
motivation has proved to this researcher 
that, when you have acute cases of 
alcoholism like Exhibits A and B, 
psychological or ordinary religious 
means have little control and no power 
for permanent change. Only the super- 
natural power of the indwelling Christ 
can paralyze the coils of the Serpent 
and set the prisoner free; only He can 
impart a new life and give victory day 
by day, for He is Life. 

The writer is-aware that many medi- 
cal men, psychiatrists, clericals, sociol- 
ogists, and their publicity men now 
divorce morality and alcoholism, as they 
divorce morality and _ self-contracted 
syphilis. They see the alcoholic and the 


syphilitic as, only psychically and/or 


physically sick and in need of mental 
or medical treatment. True, they are 
sick, but the real cause is not found in 
the dipsomania of the alcoholic or in the 
spirochete palladia of the syphilitic, for 
their diseases are but the effects of a 
willing social exposure—a moral act. 
The basic cause is a maladjusted soul 
and spirit, which maladjustment God 
diagnoses as sin. They are adjusted to 
death, not to life. The exposure is 


-social, but the origin is moral—a mal- 


adjustment to the living God. A super- 
natural, spiritual remedy has the only 


cure. From a medical _ standpoint, 
chronic alcoholism is admittedly in- 
curable. 


Loose Locic AND ESCAPISM 
The informed public in general seem 
to have accepted the sentimental but 
defective logic of the A.A. method, 
even as they have the Yale Alcohol 
studies. This study, partly financed by 
the liquor interests, is trying to prove 
that alcoholism is only a disease, with 
no moral responsibility attached, and 
over which men do not have control. 
The end product, the alcoholic, is the 
place to start attacking thé problem, 
they think. 
Dr. Carl E. Weigle of the Division of 
Preventable Diseases, New Jersey State 
Department of Health, has declared: 
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“The wage loss, the, effects of crime and 
accidents, hospital and medical care, 
and maintenance of drunken persons in 
jails are costing the country more than 
$700,000,000 annually. Adding the losses 
resulting from the breakup of families 
and the dulling of fine minds, we have a 
cost that can never be reckoned.” 

We now have nearly four million 
excessive drinkers out of the sixty-five 
million social drinkers in the U. S. A,, 
many of whom are on the one-way 
street to hospitalization or other care at 
public expense. Yet, America listens to 
the disease alibi as though it were not a 
transparent scheme of escapism to avoid 
responsibility for the traffic. Is it not 
clever propaganda to influence the 
public to continue licensing our liquor 
interests to produce more alcoholics, 
while we build more hospitals for them 
to die in? Following these blind guides, 
we are supposed to forget the cause and 
toy with effects. 

“It is strange,” says Dr. Andrew C. 
Joy, vice-president. of-the Univérsity of 
Illinois (Medical Department), “that 
alcoholism is the only disease where it is 
considered illogical and unethical — to 
annihilate the cause.” If such loose 
logic were applied to the control and 
cure of other preventable diseases, as 
that used in America on alcoholism, the 
national mortality rate would double in 
a decade. 

Since no hope appears on the horizon 
that public sentiment will wake up 
soon enough, those who have compas- 
sion and would “save some” should refer 
this narrative to those desiring deliver- 
ance from alcoholism, or to their in- 
terested relatives or friends. The 
writer refers them to the nearest one of 
the following places for healing: 

Bethel Colony of Mercy, Lenoir, N. C. 

Keswick Colony of Mercy, Keswick, 

N. J. 

Bethany Acres, Inc. (for women al- 

coholics), Fallston, Md. 
Theses have a known history as places 
where such miracles, as that which 
happened to Robert —— of exhibit B of 
this -narrative,: take place. Doubtless 
there are other such institutions to be 
found by inquiry if the above are in- 
accessible. 
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Cruising in the Tropics With 
the Christian Fellowship Party 


HE Sunday School Times Company 
has successfully conducted tours to 
Alaska for twenty years and has con- 
ducted two tours to Hawaii. The third 
tour to Hawaii is now in progress. 
Now for the first time, at the sugges- 
tion of a number of these summer and 
fall tourists, the Tumes has ‘arranged for 
the first winter vacation, with a cruise 
to the West Indies and South America. 
The magnificent S.S. Empress of Eng- 
land, an air-conditioned ship of the 
Canadian Pacific, will be the “floating 
hotel” for this. cruise in the tropical 
waters of the Caribbean Sea, during 
(Continued on page 824) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 6. NOVEMBER 8. SUPREME ALLEGIANCE TO GOD 
(Temperance) 


Acts 5:17-42; printed text, verses 27-42 
Golden Text.—We ought to obey God rather than men.—Acts 5:29 


THE KinG JAMES VERSION 

Acts 5:27 And when they had brought them, they set 
them before the council: and the high priest asked them, 

28 Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should 
not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem 
with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man’s blood 
upon us. 

29 Then Peter and the atin apostles answered and said, 
We ought to.obey God rather than men. 

30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew 
and hanged on a tree. 

31 Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgive- 
ness of sins. 

32 And we are his witnesses of these things;-and so is also 
the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him. 

33 When they heard that, they were cut to the heart, and 
took counsel to slay them. 

34 Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, 
named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, had in reputation 
among all the people, and commanded ‘to put the apostles 
forth a little space; 

35 And said unto them, Ye men of Israel, take heed to 
yourselves what ye intend to do as touching these men. 


bd 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


American 


rather than men. 


condone social drinking, or the modern 
for example—we 
should remain adamant, obeying God 


dance, 


36 For before these days rose up Theudas, boasting himself 
to be somebody; to whom a number of men, about four 
hundred, joined themselves: who was slain; and all, as 
many as obeyed him, were scattered, and brought to nought. 

37 After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days 
of the taxing, and drew away much people after him: he also 
perished; and all, even as many as obeyed him, were dis- 
persed. 

38 And now I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and 
let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it 
will come to nought: 

39 But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply 
ye be found even to fight against God. 

40 And to him they agreed: and when they had called the 
apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that they 
should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 

41 And they departed from the presence of the council, 
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame 
for his name. 

42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they 
ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 
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engaged in a conflict of principle—there 
could be no compromise—their primary 
allegiance was to God. 

Verse 30.—“The God of our fathers 
raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and 
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HE ‘first infliction of physical suf- 

| fering upon the early church (Acts 
5:40) resulted from disobedience 

of the Sanhedrin’s command (cf. 4:18 
with 5:28). The apostles were scourged 
because they disregarded an edict of 
man and remained loyal to their Lord. 

This did not mean that they had be- 
come anarchists. They respected the 
religious council of the Jews. They ad- 
vocated no overthrow of government. 
They led no political revolt. But one 
thing they did that made their enemies 
furious. Faeed by a human command 
that conflicted with a divine command, 
they .chose the latter. The council told 
them not to speak in Christ’s name. 
The Lord Jesus had told them to wit- 
ness for Him. It was impossible to 
obey both edicts! A conflict of loyal- 
ties confronted them. Without hesita- 
tion they chose to obey God. 

Their example has thrilled men 
through succeeding centuries. Men and 
women of God, taunted and persecuted 
by their foes, urged to recant and sur- 
render their convictions, have joyfully 
faced death rather than betray the 
Lord they loved. 

We may not be scourged for Christ’s 
sake. But surely in a world that calls 
upon God’s people to compromise in 
the area of doctrine—to yield in the 
area of Biblical inspiration, for ex- 
ample; and in the area of morals, to 





Verse by Verse 

Acts 5:27.—“. when they had 
brought them, they set them before the 
council the high priest asked 
them .. .” The imprisoned apostles, 
freed by the angel of the Lord, re- 
turned to: their teaching ministry in 
the Temple (5:18-21). They were 
brought before the Sanhedrin, the 
Seventy-man Hebrew religious court. 
The high priest, presiding over the 
council, was spokesman for the group. 

Verse 28.—“. .. Did not we... com- 
mand you that ye should not teach in 
this name? ... ye have filled Jerusalem 
with your doctrine, and intend to bring 
this man’s blood upon us.” “Straitly” 
means ‘ “strictly.” The command was 
given to Peter and John (4:18). The 
effectiveness of the apostles’ teaching 
was obviously great. It was “filling,” 
stirring the entire city. The words re- 
garding Christ’s_blood refer to Peter’s 
outright accusation that the Jews were 
responsible for the Crucifixion (4:10, 
and later 5:30). Note that the high 
priest refrains from mentioning our 
Lord by name. 

Verse 29.—“. Peter and the... 
apostles answered . . . We ought to 
obey God father than men.” In Peter’s 
first bold defense he flings down the 
gauntlet climactically at the end (4:19). 
Here he states his position first and 
then explains it. The apostles were 


hanged on a tree.” Peter showed who 
the real culprits were. The Sanhedrin, 
not the apostles, were guilty. They 
had condemned to death a man whom 
their own God had approved. Further, 
they had suspended Him from a tree, 
when they knew well that the curse of 
God was pronounced upon a man who 
was hanged (cf. Deut. 21:23). 

Verse 31.—“Him hath God exalted... 
to be a Prince and a Saviour .. . to give 
repentance to Israel, and forgiveness 
of sins.” The word for “Prince” is trans- 
lated elsewhere “captain” (Heb. 2:10) 
and “author” (Heb. 12:2), i.e, the one 
who takes the lead, or initiates. The 
Lord Jesus, 
“originated” our salvation. Peter, hav- 
ing declared the Sanhedrin’s guilt, ex- 
plains. the possibility of forgiveness 
through that salvation: 


Verse 32—‘. . . we are his witnesses 
of these things ..: so is... the Holy 
Ghost, whom God hath given to them 
that obey him.” Note (1) the repeated 
assertion concerning witnessing (1:8; 2: 
32; 3:15; 4:20); (2) the twofold testi- 
mony—the Holy Spirit and the apostles 
—a guarantee of authenticity; (3) the 
implication that the gift of the Spirit 
is to those who reveal their obedience 
by accepting the Saviour. 


Verse 33——“When they heard _ that, 
they were cut to the heart, and took 


our blessed Redeemer, . 
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tounsel to slay them.” They “were 
gwed through” (Greek). Their con- 
giences stung; they were enraged. For 
the first time the shadow of martyrdom 







'Bireatenag to fall across the church. 


Verse 34—“Then stood there up... 
aPharisee ... Gamaliel, a doctor of the 
aw, had in reputation . . . and com- 
manded to put the apostles forth a lit- 
tle space.” The learned Gamaliel was 
a “teacher of the law” (Greek). Saul 
of Tarsus studied under his direction 
(22:3). He was widely esteemed. 
Known as a man of moderation, he 
suggested a halt in the explosive coun- 
cil proceedings. 

Verse 35.—“And said ... take heed 
to yourselves what ye intend~to do as 
touching these men.” Gamaliel urged 
the Sanhedrin to be cautious and pru- 
dent. He recognized that his coreligion- 
ists were on dangerous ground. After 
al, they were supposed to represent 
God; and there was at least a faint 


possibility that the apostles had divine: 


approval. 

Verse 36.—“. before these days 
tose up Theudas, boasting .. . to whom 

. about four hundred, joined them- 
selves: who was slain; and ... as many 
ws obeyed him, were scattered .. .” 

Theudas was probably an insurrection- 
ist shortly before the close of Herod’s 
reign (4 B.C.). His revolt was short- 
lived. At his death his followers were 
dispersed. 

Verse 37.—“After this man rose up 
Judas of Galilee in the days of the tax- 
ing, and drew away much people... 
he also perished . . . as many as obeyed 
him, were dispersed.” This was Judas 
of Gamala whose rebellion occurred in 
the days of Cyrenius, governor of Syria. 
He and his followers resisted the en- 
tollment of A.D. 6-7, regarding it as a 
mark of bondage to Rome. 

Verse 38—*“. . . Refrain from these 
men... for if this counsel or this work 
be of men, it will come to nought. . .” 
“Refrain” is “stand off’ (Greek). Ga- 
Maliel doubtless felt that the apostolic 
Movement would subside in due course. 
He advised patience as over against 
the Sadducean fanaticism which might 
have put the church leaders to death. 


Verse 39.—“But if it be of God, ye 
cannot overthrow it... lest... ye be 
found even to fight against God.” Ga- 
Maliel’s advice calmed the Sanhedrin. 
But his recommendation and his laissez- 
faire attitude were weak. They simply 
Postponed the day of decision. How 
long, for example, would the Sanhe- 
drin have to wait to find out whether 
or not God was in the apostles’ cause? 
Verse 40.—“. . . to him they agreed 
. when they had called the apostles 
... beaten them, they commanded that 
they should not speak in the name of 
Jesus . . . let them go.” To “beat” is 
to “scourge.” The council punished the 
apostles (1) because of their disobedi- 
€fce in teaching in Christ’s name; (2) 
to vindicate their own authority in ar- 
Testing men who were in the. public 
tye. But they let them go because 
_ffter all they were guilty of no criminal 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


5. November 1.—The Fellowship of Be- 
lievers. ........-.--..-----------,Acts 4:32 to 5:16 


Next Week’s Lesson 


7. November 15.—‘Faithful unto Death.” 
Acts 6; 7 








Verse 41.—“. .. they departed ... re- 
joicing that they were counted worthy 
to suffer shame for his name.” They 
suffered for “the name” (Greek). The 
Lord Jesus had told His disciples to 
expect tribulation (e.g., John 16:33). 
Now they were actually experiencing 
it. What a joy to share something of 
their Saviour’s lot! 

Verse 42.—“. . . daily in the temple 

. in every house, they ceased not to 
teach and preach Jesus Christ.” Teach- 
ing suggests instruction; preaching, the 
declaration of good news. 
being intimidated, the apostles contin- 
ued and extended their testimony. 
They implemented in conduct their de- 
termination to obey God rather ‘than 
man. 


The Heart of the Lesson 4 

The Gospel of the Son of God was 
fearlessly proclaimed in Jerusalem. 
Crowds assembled to hear the words 
of everlasting life that fell from the 
apostles’ lips. 

At Teast three attitudes toward the 
stirring events are: discernible in our 
lesson. . 

First, open hostility. This was the at- 
titude- of the Jewish council. They 
were enraged by what they saw and 
heard. The audacious apostles, totally 
unauthorized, and yet dramatically suc- 
cessful, were gaining a huge following. 
The proceedings must be stopped at 
any cost even unto death. While this 
attitude spelled danger for the church, 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


OW many men composed the San-. 


hedrin, and who presided over it? 

2. What conflicting moods character- 
ized the Sanhedrin when the apostles 
disobeyed them and later performed 
great miracles? 

3. Why did the captain and officers 
bring the apostles before the Sanhe- 
drin “without violence”? 

4. What admission on the high 
priest’s part indicates that the apostles’ 
witness was effective? 

5. What two opposing loyalties con- 
fronted the apostles? 

6. What twofold witness to Christ’s 
resurrection and ascension does Peter 
name? 

7. What was the connection between 

“Gamaliel and Saul of Tarsus? 

8. What two examples of- unsuccess- 
ful revolts does Gamaliel mention? 

9. What two reasons led the San- 
hedrin to have the apostles scourged? 

10. What caused the scourged but lib- 
erated apostles to rejoice? 


(Answers on page 822) 
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it was at least clear-cut. The apostles 
knew the Sanhedrin’s views and could 
act accordingly. 

Second, waiting opportunism. This 
was Gamaliel’s position. “Let’s wait and 
see”: this was his advice. Why punish 
the apostles or free them when a third 
course was open? Why choose black 
or white when gray was possible? Why 
choose sides at all? Some have com- 
mended Gamaliel’s words as cautious, 
moderate, and prudent. But notice: 
the facts were all in; the death and 
resurrection of Christ were well known; 
the lame man had been healed; mul- 
titudes were finding new life. Why 
procrastinate? Why not be decisive? 

Third, unwavering loyalty to Christ. 
The apostles exhibited this attitude. 
Come what might they would remain 
true to the person and word of their 
Lord. He was their sovereign. When 
ordered to disobey Him, they refused. 
No wonder the early church wrought 
great exploits for God! 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The arrest and liberation of the 
apostles (Acts 5:17-25) 

2. Their trial before the Sanhedrin (vv. 
26-39) 

3. Their continuing 
Christ (vv. 40-42) 


Topics for Development 

Conflicting Loyalties. The Christian 
is a citizen under two regimes, the 
Kingdom of God and human govern- 
ment. Other things being equal, he is 
a loyal, obedient, co-operative citizen 
of the state. He is familiar with the 
teachings of the Scripture concerning 
civil duties (e.g., Rom. 13:1-7; Tit. 3:1, 
2). He pays taxes, supports properly 
constituted authorities, and bears his 
civic burdens. 

But he is not a slave. He is loyal to 
government unless he is commanded to 
act contrary to his own conscience un- 
der God. His primary duty—no matter 
what the cost—must be to perfdrm the 
will of his Heavenly Father as revealed 
in the Word. If you have never had 
to face the choice between two oppos- 
ing loyalties, praise God. But if ever 
called upon to face it, be prepared. 


Practical Applications 


The apostles lived 1900 years ago. 
We admire their courage and want to 
imitate it. But what happens when 
social pressure is exerted on us? Do 
we remain true to our Lord? On New 
Year’s eve, for example, when the boss 
has “invited all the office staff to a 
liquor party and I feel that I- shall lose 
my job if I decline to drink, what hap- 
pens to my heroism? Am I polite but 
firm? Or do I pull down the flag? 

The angel of the Lord freed the 
apostles (Acts 5:19). God’s messengers 
are still active. Is it not wonderful to 
know that our Pather cares for us and 
lovingly provides for us all the days of 
our lives until He wants us in Heaven? 

Moderation is a virtue in the ordi- 
nary routine of life. But when the 
destiny of immortal souls is at stake, 
give us men and women of uncom- 
promising passion! 


faithfulness to 
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Daily the Christians witnessed in the 
Temple and homes, under the very 
noses of their enemies. How much 
more should we have the courage to 
testify for Christ when no enemies are 
peering over our shoulders! 


Golden Text 

Acts 5:29—“We ought to obey God 
rather than men.” This bold utterance 
is a frontal attack on the spirit of 
compromise, which like a deadly foe 
threatens our nation and our churches. 
God has spoken. He has revealed His 
will. He has declared the good news 
of salvation and summoned men to 
faith, He has set forth standards of 
purity, honesty, and love. Then let us 
cleave to His will and allow our banner 
of loyal obedience to float at the top of 
the mast. 


Mepis, Pa. 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“... behold, ye have filled Jerusalem 
with your doctrine .. .” (Acts 5:28).— 
These words reveal.the fact that the 
apostles gave diligence to fulfill faith- 
fully the Lord’s commission to bear 
witness to Him in Jerusalem (1:8). They 
certainly began their preaching of “re- 
pentance and remission of sins” at Jeru- 
salem! (Luke 24: 47.) 

The inhabitants of Jerusalem were 
without excuse in the . all-important 
matter of salvation; for, according to 
the testimony of the enemies of Christ, 
His apostles had filled Jerusalem with 
their teaching. 

While on a visit to England, I was 
asked to give a talk on “The Pleasure 
and Profit of Tract Distribution” to a 
group of Christian young people. The 
members of this group were “doers” 
as well as “hearers.” They carried the 
literature into homes, shops, banks, post 
offices, hospitals, taverns, and the like. 

A shopkeeper took me aside and in- 
formed me that a woman had stepped 
into his shop and sharply asked, “Can 
you tell me who has been ‘deluging 
Teignmouth with Gospel tracts?” I 
thought if that woman dies without 
believing the Gospel, she will be with- 
out excuse; for, according to her own 
words, Gospel tracts were circulated in 
her home town in such quantities that 
it reminded her of a deluge! 

“We ought to [or must] obey God 
rather than men” (Acts 5:29).—The 
apostles would yield supreme allegiance 
to the highest authority. The Sanhe- 
drin was “the most august assembly of 
men that Jerusalem could produce”; 
but above and beyond them was God, 
who had first claim on their allegiance. 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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I like the manner in which Dr. G. 
Campbell Morgan handles the words: 
“We must obey God rather than men.” 
He says: “We must put emphasis upon 
almost every word in that little sen- 


tence- in order to find the profound, 


significance of it. ‘We must obey God.’ 


‘That is the language of a people who 


have-come into fellowship with God, 
and have swept out from their lives 
all other mastership and all other au- 
thority. Or again, ‘We must obey God.’ 
Not we must consider Him, or patron- 
ize Him, or hold theories concerning 
Him, or defend the fact of His existence. 
Yet further: ‘We must obey God.’ It 
is when a man, or a company of men, 
says, ‘I must,’ or ‘We must,’ that we 
listen with respect. When a man says, 
‘I ought,’ we are interested, but not 
moved. ... Finally, ‘We must obey 
God.’ They did not endeavor to per- 
suade others to bear their responsi- 
bilities, but took the burden upon 
themselves.” 


“... Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged 
on a tree” (Acts 5:30).—Again, the re- 
ligious leaders of the people must hear 
the solemn charge that they were the 
murderers of Jesus, whom God sent 
unto them to be their Messiah, in ful- 
fillment of many prophecies. 

They must also be told again that 
God had exalted Him to His right 
hand to be a “Prince [or founder, or 


‘leader] and a Saviour, for to give re- 


pentance to Israel, and forgiveness of 
sins.” 

How deeply thankful they should 
have been to hear the sweet words, 
“repentance and remission of sins”! 
How eager they should have been to 
receive forgiveness for the awful crime 
of slaying their Messiah! , 


“|. . they were cut to the heart, and 
took counsel to slay them” (Acts 5:33). 
—Instead of being melted to tears of 
repentance, they became furious and 
wanted to add more murders to the one 
already committed! They were some- 
what like the murderer, who when 
asked, “What would you do, if you 
were pardoned?” replied, “I would kill 
the judge who sentenced me and the 
star witness who testified against me!” 
Needless to say, he was not given the 
pardon that his influential brother car- 
ried in his pocket at the time. 


“Then stood there up one... named 
Gamaliel .. .” (Acts 5:34).—No less a 
writer than Dr. E. H. Piumptre, com- 
menting on this verse in his “Commen- 
tary for Schools,” says of Gamaliel: 
“He arose now, with all the weight of 
years and authority, to counsel moder- 
ation. Various motives may have in- 
fluenced him. He was old enough to 
remember the wisdom and grace of the 
child Jesus when, twenty-eight years 
before, He had sat in the midst of the 
doctors. 

“He may have welcomed, during our 
Lord’s ministry, the teaching with so 
much of which Hillel (his famous grand- 
father) would have sympathized, and 
been as the scribe who was not far 
from the Kingdom of God, rejoicing in 
the new proof that had been brought 
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forward of the doctrine of the Resur. 
rection. 

“The tone in which he speaks now 
might almost lead us to class him with 
the ‘many’ of the chief ruléts who 
secretly believed in Christ, but shrank 
from confessing Him.” 

However, to Gamaliel, “they. agreed,” 
and instead of having the apostles slain, 
let them go after they had been illegally 
beaten. . 


Wawona, CALIF. 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTED HyMNS 


“Crown Him With Many Crowns” 
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 
“Would You Live for Jesus?” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, we thank Thee 
for the wonderful words of life in the 
Gospel and for those who have haz- 
arded their lives to give men the Gos- 
pel. May its priceless value make us 
hold fast Thy Word and do Thou bless 
our study of it today. Help us to be of 
Thy faithful people and Thy willing 
servants. Show us how we may help 
give the Gospel to others, and bless and 
use all who are dedicated to making 
Christ known. Help sick, troubled, and 
tested folk, O Lord. Bring to repent- 
ance those far from Thee that they 
may yield themselves to Thy Son whom 
Thou hast made a Prince and a Saviour. 
Forgive our sins and lift us to lives 
more worthy of our Lord and Saviour 
in whose name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In this lesson our 
Lord is called a “Prince and a Saviour” 
(v. 31). Do we realize that to accept 
Christ as our Saviour is to accept a 
prince? A prince is born to rule, and 
to accept Christ is to receive Him as 
the rightful ruler of our lives. Your 
doctor cannot help you get well if you 
refuse to obey his orders. He must be 
free to handle your case as.he sees best, 
and that means his orders must be 





SAVIOUR 
obeyed. So, too, Christ, the physician 
of sin-diseased souls, must have our 
trustful obedience. His teachings con- 
tain His orders for us; and if He is to be 
free to save us from our sin-sickness, 
we must obey Him as we would our 
doctor. He cannot be our Saviour while 
we refuse Him control of our lives. 

The Book of Judges tells of leaders 
God used to liberate Israel from the 
power of her enemies. One named 
Jephthah had been rejected and driven 
out by his people, but when they 
needed his leadership to free them from 
bondage, they sent for him. Before he 
would come, however, he asked: “Shall 
I be your head?” (Judges 11:9.) Only 
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Lesson for November 8 


he become their savior and break the 
power of their enemy. We need Christ 
to free us from sin and Satan, but for 
this we must make Him our head, our 
princely master whose word we obey. 
Then He delivers us. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we learn part of the answer 

to Question 5 on, the card “Our 
Works”: “Whom the Lord loveth he chas- 
teneth, and scourgeth every son whom 
he receiveth” (Heb. 12:6). 

Now Sherry will tell the story of 
Ananias and Sapphira which we read 
last Sunday. They were chastened of 
‘the Lord. But some suffering of God’s 
people is not chastening. Today we 
will read of a time the apostles suffered, 
not because of any sin in their lives, but 
for Christ’s sake. 

We will read from Acts 5:17 to the 
end of the chapter. Here are ten ques- 
tions for us to answer as we read: (1) 
How did the high priest and his fellow 
Sadducees like the healing miracles of 
the apostles? (2) How did the apostles 
get out of prison? (3) Where did they 
go after the angel let them out? (4) 
Whom did the high priest call together 
to try the apostles? (5) What did the 
police officers tell the council and sen- 
ate when they returned to the court- 
room without the prisoners? (6) How 
did they get the apostles to the court- 
(7) What did Peter speak about 
at his trial? (8) What did the Jewish 
leaders plan to do with the apostles? 
(9) What advice did Dr. Gamaliel give? 
(10) How did the apostles react to be- 
ing beaten for Christ’s sake? 

Have you noticed that we do not 
have many questions that can be an- 


swered by “Yes,” or “No”? There is a 
reason for this. If a teacher asks many 
“Yes,” or “No,” questions, the pupils 


may get the habit of answering with- 
out thinking, because if the answer 
“Yes” is wrong, a pupil has only to say 
“No” to be right. Questions should test 
the pupil’s knowledge of the lesson, 
and help him to think about it. 

Here is a paper on which I have writ- 
ten the review story for someone to tell 
next Sunday. 


BEATEN, BUT HAPPY 

Many sick people were being healed 
by the apostles, and multitudes were be- 
lieving in the Lord. This made the 
high priest, and the Sadducees with 
him, so angry that they put the apostles 
in the common prison. 

But that night the angel of the Lord 
came and opened the prison doors, 
bringing the apostles out into the street. 
The angel told them to go to the Tem- 
ple and preach the Gospel to the people. 
They might have said: “Oh, we couldn’t 
do that! We’d be put in prison again, 
and get beaten, maybe killed! Let’s 
leave Jerusalem quickly and go where 
they can’t find us.” Instead, they all 
went to the Temple early that morning 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


and started teaching the people about 
the Saviour, as they had done before. 

That morning the high priest called 
the council together and commanded 
the prisoners to be brought in.» But the 
policemen came back without the pris- 
oners. They told the high priest that 
the prison was securely locked and the 
guards standing outside as usual, but 
the apostles were gone. 

Just then someone came in and said, 
“The men you put in prison are stand- 
ing in the Temple, teaching the people!” 
Then the high priest sent the police- 
mento the Temple to rearrest the 
apostles. 

When they were brought before the 
high priest, he said: 
mand you not to teach any more in 
this name? Yet you have filled Jeru- 
salem with your doctrine.” Peter and 
the other apostles answered, “We ought 
to obey God rather than men.” Then 
Peter went on giving them the Gospel 
message. 

This made the council members so 
angry they wanted to kill the apostles. 
But Dr. Gamaliel, a respected leader, 
stood up and urged the rulers of Israel 
to let the apostles alone. He said that 
if their teaching was false, it would 
come to nothing, but if of God, they 
could not stamp it out. The others 
agreed, but they hated the apostles so 
much that they had them cruelly 
beaten before they let them go, and 
again commanded them not to speak 
the name of Jesus any more. 

The apostles left, not groaning with 
pain, but rejoicing that they could suf- 
fer shame for Christ’s sake. And they 
continued teaching and preaching about 
Him every day. 

How we admire the apostles, suffer- 
ing joyfully and witnessing faithfully 
for their Lord! How very different are 
the Jewish leaders, wanting to kill the 
apostles, but trying to satisfy their en- 
mity by beating them! 

What about Gamaliel? He was wise 
and tolerant, a man we would have 
liked, whose advice, humanly speak- 
ing, saved the apostles from death. But 
he was as much lost as those who de- 
sired to kill the apostles. Why? Be- 
cause he had not accepted Christ. His 
advice was not, “Accept Jesus as the 
Messiah,” but “Ignore the whole busi- 
ness.” A person who neglects God’s 
salvation will go to hell as surely as 
those who reject it. 

This quarter we are using the Scripture 


Catechism Card, “Our Works,” 20c a dozen. 
Order from V. D. Gunderson, Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


ve 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there is one thing to 

which you might as well make up 
your minds. The Christian life is not 
an easy-going affair. There is greater 
satisfaction and joy in it than in any 
other kind of life, but there are hard- 
ships and testings all along the way. A 
crucified Christ was the Founder of the 


“Didn’t we com-. 
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Christian faith, and “the servant is not 
greater than his lord” (John 15:20). 
This does not mean, of course, that you 
will have to die on a cross; Jesus Christ 
has done that once for all; but it does 
mean there are some crucifixions along 
the way. There is the sacrifice of pride, 
of plans, of money, of ambitions, even 
of friendships sometimes; but in the 
light of the sure reward these will lose 
their importance and will seem a small 
investment to yield so immeasurable a 
gain. 

Peter and John met up with hard go- 
ing at‘the very outset of their program 
of spreading the Gospel. They were 
set upon by the Jews, the scribes, and 
Pharisees, who had them arrested and 
brought before the Sanhedrin. There 
they were beaten and ordered to cease 
telling the people about Jesus. They 
were threatened with death; but Peter 
and the apostles boldly said, “We ought 
to’ obey God rather than men.” And 
they continued to preach Christ, and 
persecution continued. But God pro- 
vided a way of escape for them in each 
difficulty, and they carried on with great 
power and success, “rejoicing that they 
were counted worthy to suffer dishonor 
for the Name. And every day, in the 
temple and at home, they ceased not to 
. . . preach Jesus as the Christ” (Acts 
5:41, 42, A.S.V.). 

So it has been through the ages: the 
Church of Jesus Christ has had to fight 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade\ C. Smith 
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CHRISTIAN BUSINESSWOMAN desires 
to sell interest in lished food corporation in 
New York to Christian interested in expansion; also 
interested in building a unique witness for the 
Lord. Write for details to Adv. No. 950, The Sun- 
day School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Philadel- 
phia 5, Pa. 
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its way through every kind of vicious 
opposition that Satan could devise. Evi- 
dently God intended that it should be 
so. There is a sifting process; a sifting 
by hardship and trial. If endured, it 
makes virile, stalwart Christians—the 
kind of servants the Lord can use. It 
also makes them look to the proper 
Source for guidance, strength, and en- 
durance. 

One cannot live the true Christian 
life in his own wisdom and power, be- 
cause Satan is the adversary and he is 
smarter than any man; but the Lord 
Jesus has overcome Satan, and “the 
faith” by which He did that is available 
to the fighting Christian. Keep ever 
before you that marvelous statement of 
Paul to the Galatians: “I am crucified 
with Christ: nevertheless I live; 
and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 


God, who loved me, and gave himself ° 


for me” (Gal 2:20). 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OW many like surprises? Look-—at 
the hands go up. Everyone, it 
seems, likes surprises. But wait just a 


minute. Suppose when you get to 
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school tomorrow morning your teacher 
says: “Get your pencils out, all of you. 
I have a surprise. We are going to have 
a test.” Now if you had known that 
you were going to have a test and had 
studied for it, it would not have been 
so bad. When you did not know it, 
however, and therefore had not studied 
for it, that would not have been a nice 
surprise at all. We all like surprises 
that are fun. But there can be sur- 
prises that are not fun at all. 

In the very long ago, the men of the 
Sanhedrin (in our day we might call 
them the judge and jury) sent soldiers 
to bring certain prisoners in for trial. 
The prisoners were in jail because they 
had done good things. Imagine that! 
The prisoners were followers (apostles) 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. They had 
been busy healing the sick.‘ So famous 
were they for their ability to heal, that 
often people tried to get near enough to 
Peter so that his shadow would fall on 
them. It was not his shadow, of course, 
that healed them. It was their faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ that caused 
them to be made well. When Peter 
and the others explained that their 
power came from the Son of God, the 
leaders of the land became angry. They 
said (though it was not true) that these 
servants of the ‘Lord Jesus were guilty 
of blasphemy. (Blasphemy is using the 
name of the Lord in vain.) So, be- 
cause they had healed people and: be- 
cause they gave the glory to God for 
the ability He had given them to heal 
people, the leaders threw the servants 
of the Lord Jesus into the filthy, damp, 
dark, smelly jail. The guards stood 
erectly at the prison doors. The pris- 
oners’ were securely fastened down in 
the darkness. 


The next morning the men in charge 
sent for the apostles. The soldiers, 
when they got to the prison, greeted 
the guards still standing outside. The 
jailer used his great key to unlock the 
prison door. The soldiers hurried in 
to get the apostles. And were they 
surprised? They surely were. . They 
rushed back to the men in charge and 
reported, “We found the prison locked 
up quite safely and the guards were on 
duty outside the doors, but when we 
opened it we found no one on the in- 
side.” Imagine that! How surprised 
the rulers of the land were. And theirs 
was not a “fun” surprise, you may be 
sure. 


At the same moment, a man dashed 
in, crying, “Listen! The men whom you 
put in jail are standing in the Temple 
and teaching the people!” Oh, I tell 
you, the men in charge were angry. 
Many of the leaders were Sadducees. 
They were religious people, but there 
were two things in which they did not 
believe: (1) Resurrection; (2) angels 
(Acts 23:8). The apostles, of course, be- 
lieved in and preached the Resurrec- 
tion. And certainly these very apostles 
believed in angels. For, you see, it 
was an angel who had got them out of 
the prison without even the guards 
knowing that they were out! God 
wanted those unbelieving Sadducees to 
be saved. If they would not believe on 
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the Lord Jesus after His resurrection, 
perhaps they might believe if they saw 
their prisoners being freed from jail 
by angels. 

The angry leaders sent the captain 
with the officers to the Temple to get 
the apostles. Immediately they brought 
them back to the judge and jury. The 
high priest demanded, “Did we _ not 
command you not to teach in this name? 
[They did not even use the term, Lord 
Jesus Christ!] Yet you have flooded 
Jerusalem with your teaching and you 
intend to bring this man’s blood upon 
ww." 

Peter and the apostles replied at 
once, “We must obey God rather than 
men” (Acts 5:29, A.S.V.). Once again 
Peter took this opportunity to preach 
to them, reminding them that they were 
the ones who had murdered the Lord 
Jesus—but that God had raised. Him 
from the dead. And once again the 
leaders of the land refused to receive 
the Son of God. I wonder if ,you are 
constantly telling others of the Saviour? 
You should be. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department be had wo ge request from 
the Editors, The Sunda: Tone wy Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philade 

A list of the lessons for 2 %, year 1960 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Obey the Foreman’s Orders!—We 

ought, to obey God rather than men 

(Acts 5:29, Golden Text). A young 

woman weaver in a mill told her fore- 

man she was confused because there 
seemed to be so many different people 
telling her what to do. Said the fore- 
man, “Tillie, I’m in charge here, and 
if you are sure always to take orders 
from me, I assure you, you won’t need 
to be confused.” That same day an 
under boss gave her orders contrary to 
the foreman’s, and Tillie looking him 
straight in the face, said: “I’m doing 

it the way the foreman told me. I’m 

certain now of the person I’m to heed. 

Yesterday I went home feeling I 

wouldn’t be able to work in this place, | 

but today I feel really at peace because 

I know the person from whom I’m to 

take orders. I'll do as he says, to the 

best of my ability.”"—Told by the young 
woman. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, To-. 
ronto, Can. Prize illustration. 


The Prince She Needed.—Him hath 
God exalted with his right hand to be 
a Prince and a Saviour (Acts 5:31). 
A woman in India had learned that she 
was a sinner, and that God is holy and 
cannot pass by sin. She often said, “I 
need some great prince to stand be- 
tween my soul and God.” Hearing that 
the Bible contained an account of, a 
Saviour who died for sinners, she asked 
a pundit to read it to her. He began at 
the first chapter of Matthew, and as he 
read the list of names in the genealogy 
of Christ, the woman thought, What a 
wonderful Prince this Jesus must be to 
have such a long list of ancestors! And 
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Lesson for November 8 


when the pundit read, “Thou shalt call 
his name Jesus: for he shall save his 
people from their sins,” the woman ex- 
claimed, “Ah, this is the Prince I want 
—the Prince who is also a Saviour!”— 
From Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


“Here I Stand.”—And we are his wit- 
nesses of these things” (Acts 5:32). John 
Ross . .. was summoned before the king 
for preaching a sermon in which he 
said that the king was a traitor to God 
for taking the part of the wicked. The 
king asked him, “Will ye stand and 


- bide by all that you have spoken?” 


Ross replied, “The heart thought it; the 
mouth spake it; the hand subscribed 
it; and, if need be, by God’s grace, the 
blood shall seal it."—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 


Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Three Bad Bargains.—And said unto 
them, Ye men of Israel, take heed 
to yourselves what. ye intend to do as 
touching these men (Acts 5:35). A 
Sunday school teacher once remarked 
that he who buys the truth makes a 
good bargain, and inquired if any of 
them recollected an instance in Scrip- 
ture of a bad bargain. “I do,” replied 
a boy. “Esau made a bad bargain when 
he sold his birthright for a mess of 
pottage” (Gen. 25:33). A second said, 
“Judas made a bad bargain when he 
sold his Lord for thirty pieces of silver” 
(Matt. 27:4). A third observed, “Our 
Lord tells us that he makes a bad bar- 
gain who, to gain the whole world, 
loses his own soul” (Matt. 16:26). Three 
bad bargains, indeed—From the Guard- 
ian. Sent by J. Edward Raiser, Shelby 
Ohio. 


Not Willing ‘To Stay “Throwed.”—For 
if this counsel or this work be of men, 
it will come to nought: but if it be of 
God, ye cannot overthrow it (Acts 5: 
38, 39). The boyhood friends of Andrew 
Jackson, so the story goes, could not 
quite understand how Jackson became so 
great a general—much less President 
—while the rest of them remained sim- 
ple pioneer citizens at home. “Why 
Jim Brown, right down the pike here, 
could throw Andy three times out of 
four; and look where Andy is now,” 
they said. “How did there happen to be 
a fourth time?” asked someone. “Usu- 
ally it’s three times and out, isn’t it?” 
“Sure it is. But Andy, you see, never 
had the sense to know when he was 
beat. He would never stay throwed. 
So by and by Jim would get tired of 
throwing him, and stay throwed him- 
self. And then Andy would think he’d 
beat him.” There is a whole sermon 
in a nutshell in that simple little anec- 
dote. The thing that counts is not how 
Many times you are “throwed,” . but 
whether you are willing to “stay 
throwed.”"—From the Youth’s Compan- 
ion. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue, 
Springs, Nebr. 


Suffering for Him—They departed 
from the presence of the council, re- 
joicing that they were counted worthy 
to suffer shame for his name (Acts 5: 
41). There is a difference between suf- 
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fering with Christ (Rom. 8:17) and 
suffering for Him. All Christians suffer 
with Him because of the very fact. that 
they are partakers of the divine nature, 
and therefore are quick to feel the ad- 
verse conditions through which they 
are called to pass. But to suffer for 
Him is to bear shame and reproach— 
even unto persecution and death—for 
Christ’s name’s sake (Acts 9:16). We 
are told that unto us it is given, not 
only to believe on Him but to suffer 
for His sake. 

7 2 are the sufferers, who —— 

of and shame for Jesus 


The ye shall triumph in the ce 
Glory and joy are their reward. 


—Isaac Watts. 
—From H. A. Ironside, in “The Daily 





Sacrifice.” Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 
A Plumber’s Witnessing—And in 


every house, they ceased not to teach 
and preach Jesus Christ (Acts 5:42). 
L. C. Hester, a plumber who packs a 
New Testament along with his tools, 
has made a name for himself in the 
Whitehouse, Tex., area as a man who 
witnesses for the Lord at his work. 
Clergymen credit him with having won 
more than a hundred persons to Chris- 
tianity and sending dozens of back- 
sliders back to their churches over the 
past nine years. Mr. Hester says his 
work as a plumber gives him a unique 
opportunity to talk with scores of peo- 
ple who never go inside a church.— 
From Alliance ‘Weekly. Sent by Martin 
M. Hyzer, Andes, N: Y. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


We Must Obey God 
(Acts 5:17, 18, 27b-29, 32, 42) 


HEN you read words. can you see 

pictures? As I read Acts 5, I saw 
a man lying dead on the ground. What 
had happened? Soon a woman fell 
dead, too. Why? Then I saw others 
lying on their mattress-pads all along 
the streets. Why were they there? 
What happened? We saw miracles like 
that when the Lord Jesus was on earth. 
But now He is gone. How can ordi- 
nary men like Peter and John do such 
wonderful things? (Discussion should 
bring out these two review facts: the 
presence of the Holy Spirit, who is 
God, living in them; united prayer for 
this power to be given them.) : The 
miracles brought the crowds, and the 
apostles boldly told about the Lord 
Jesus. 

How do you think the. priests and 
officers who had told them not: to talk 
about the Lord Jesus liked that? You 
know how your teacher or father feels 
when you go ahead and disobey his 
definite commands! Arrest! Prison! A 
different kind of miracle! What hap- 
pened to the prison door, and the 
guards did- not even know it? How- 
ever, Peter and John and the rest could 
not go back home and sleep late that 
morning. What were God’s orders 
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Centennial Goals 
Expanded Plant—Increased Endowment! 
As Hope College approaches its centen- 
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ing more young people for Christian 
leadership. 672 ordained ministers and 
170 missionaries are numbered among its 
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as one of the 10 leading coeducational 
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through the angel? 
they were there! 

The priests did not go to church that 
morning. They were busy with their 
angry feelings about what to do with 
those disobedient men in prison. Did 
you laugh when you saw them send 
their officers to bring the men from 
prison? Let us read the report of those 
officers (Acts 5:23). The priests did 
not laugh, you may be sure! It must 
have given them a spooky feeling! Then 
someone came and told them (v. 25). 
Again the officers set off—to the Tem- 
ple this time—to arrest Peter and the 
men again. Would Peter and the men 
go with the officers? Yes, they went. 
God’s law had always been to obey 
the priests and the officers of the coun- 
try. God’s message by the angel said 
only to go and preach to the people in 
the Temple. They had obeyed God. 
Now they must obey men. Gerald, you 
be the high priest; Dick, you be Peter; 
and we will listen to the trial (vv. 27- 
32). What was the verdict? But God 
had someone there to defend them, one 
of the very highest lawyers! They got 
off with a licking as you would call it. 
And went home happy! Happy? Yes, 
happy that they had been good enough 
soldiers for Jesus Christ to suffer for 
Him. (Quote Matt. 5: 10-12.) 

Can some of you be happy for that 
reason, too? What stories have we for 
“The Acts of the Juniors” this week? 
(As accounts of witnessing are given, 
guide and encourage. As need arises, 
stress obedience to parents except 
where their commands contradict God’s 
commands.) 

_ “We ought to obey God rather than 
men” (Acts 5:29, Memory Verse). What 
are some of God’s commands for boys 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 817) 


1. Seventy men; the high priest. 

2. The men were indignant (Acts 
5:17), bewildered (v. 24), and enraged 
(v. 33). 

3. They “feared the people, lest they 
should have been stoned” (v. 26). 

4. He said, “Ye have filled Jerusalem 
with your doctrine” (v. 28). 

5. Loyalty to the Sanhedrin’s com- 
mand to refrain from speaking “in the 
name of Jesus” (4:18; 5:28); and obey- 
ing their Lord’s command to witness 
(1:8). 

6. That of the apostles and the Holy 
Spirit (5:32). 

7. Gamaliel was Saul’s teacher (22: 
3). 

8. Rebellions under the leadership 
of Theudas and Judas (5:36, 37). 

9. They wanted to punish them for 
disobedience; and to vindicate their 
summoning twelve increasingly popu- 
lar leaders to trial. 

10. That they were “counted worthy 
to suffer shame” for Christ’s name 
(v. 41). 
Mepi1a, Pa. 
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and girls? Acts 1:8 may be for you. 
What parts of the Lord’s commands to 
the rich young man, who was an officer 
in his church, are for you? (Matt. 19: 
18, 19.) What Paul wrote the boys and 
girls in Ephesus is for you (Eph. 6:1-3). 
If you think only the boys and girls in 
Ephesus needed that reminder, see what 
he wrote to the boys and girls in 
Colosse! (Col. 3:20.) It is even more 
needed in our city. And listen to this! 
(Teacher, read Eph. 6:5-8, substituting 
“pupils” and “pupil” for “servants” and 
“bond,” “teachers” and “teacher” for 
“masters” and “free,” “your schoolwork” 
for “service.”’) 

Acts 6 tells of another brave witness 
for Jesus Christ who.was taken to 
court. (Continue scrapbook plans, and 
place a star on the bookmark at the 
end of the Gospels for the last Memory 
Verse.) 

ORONO, MAINE. 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, November 8 


2. Mark—Action Writer 
(Mark 1:16-20) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS second of three topics dealing 

with “Contributors to the New Tes- 
tament” has to do with a young man 
who was neither an apostle nor a close 
companion of the Lord Jesus during His 
earthly ministry in the sense that were 
many’ other disciples. His full name 
was John Mark (Acts 12:12); and his 
mother, Mary, one of the six Marys 
mentioned in the New Testament, was a 
sister of Barnabas, one of the prophets 
and teachers in the church at Antioch 
and a companion of Paul on his first 
missionary journey (chap. 13:1-4). 
John Mark’s mother had a house in 
Jerusalem that was one of the meeting 
places of Christians after the Lord’s 
ascension. It was in her house that a 
prayer meeting was held while Peter 
was in prison, ‘and it was to that place 
that Peter went after the angel had 
delivered him (chap. 12: 12-16). 

* 

Some have conjectured from the fact 
that Mark is the only one of the four 
Gospel writers who ‘mentions the in- 
cident of the “certain young man” who 
was seized at the time of the Lord’s 
arrest, and who fied leaving his clothing 
in the hands of the would-be captors 
(Mark 14:50-52), that this was John 
Mark, but the Scriptures do not say 
that such was the case. 








Your “few things” may be very few 
and very small things, but He expects 
you to be faithful over them.—Frances 
Ridley Havergal. 


We do know that when Paul and 
Barnabas set out on their first mis- 
sionary journey, John Mark accompa- 
nied them as far as Perga in Pamphylia, 
and then for some reason left them and 
returned to Jerusalem (Acts 13:13), 
When Barnabas insisted on taking John 
Mark on the second missionary journey, 
therefore, Paul objected and chose Silas 
to accompany him, while Barnabas and 
Mark went on by themselves. Later, 
however, Paul and Mark evidently were 
reconciled, for he was with Paul in 
Rome as shown in the salutations of 
Colossians 4:10 and Philemon 24, and, 
still later, Paul speaks of him favorably 
(2 Tim. 4:11). 

we 


For some time Mark accompanied 
Peter on his journeys. Papias, one of 
the early church fathers, says, “Mark, 
having become  Peter’s interpreter, 
wrote down accurately, though not in 
order, as many as he remembered of the 
things said or done by the Lord. For 
he neither heard the Lord nor followed 
Him, but at a later time, as I said, [he 
followed] Peter, who delivered his in- 
structions according to the needs [of 
the occasion], but not with a view to 
giving a systematic account of the 
Lord’s sayings. So that Mark made no 
mistake, thus writing down such things 
as he remembered; for one thing he 
took forethought, [namely] not to leave 
out any one of the things he had heard 
or to state falsely anything in them.” 

ye 

The four Gospels, under the direction 
of the Holy Spirit, present the Lord 
Jesus Christ in four different aspects. 
Matthew shows Him as,the Son of 
David, the Messiah King. ‘Luke shows 
Him as the Son of man. John pictures 
Him as the Son of God, while Mark 
presents the Lord Jesus as God’s suf- 
fering Servant, emphasizing particularly 
the mighty works that He performed 
during His earthly ministry. 

we 


Mark’s key word is “power” (2:10) 
and his style is much like that of a re- 
porter. One of Mark’s characteristic 
expressions is “straightway,” which oc- 
curs ten times, in the Greek, in the first 
chapter. The Scofield Reference Bible 
rightly states that one of the best prep- 
arations for the study of Mark’s Gospel’ 
is the prayerful reading of Isaiah 42:1- 
21; 50:4-11; 52:13; 53:12; Zech. 3:8; Phil. 
2:5-8. The Book of Philemon may be 
read also as a spiritual commentary upon 


Mark’s life. Onesimus, once a_ prof- 
itable slave of Philemon, robbed his 
master and fled to Rome. There he 


became a convert through Paul’s minis- 
try. He sent him back to Philemon to 
be restored and to become a profitable 
servant. While we do not know just 
what it was in John Mark that led to 
his unprofitable early experience aS 4 
missionary, it seems clear that he, t00, 
was restored, and became a profitable 
servant whom the Holy Spirit could use 
under Peter’s direction to give us.4 
colorful and inspired picture of the 
Lord Jesus. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1960 


AVE you discovered what a valu- 


able tool THE SuNDAY SCHOOL TIMES . 


International Uniform Lesson List can 
be in your class or school? The list of 
1960 lessons is now ready. Many super- 
intendents and teachers have found in 
other years that these lists in the hands 
of each pupil can be a real encourage- 
Ment toward lesson preparation at 
home. When used in the regular Sun- 
day school sessions. instead of lesson 
leaflets, they may stimulate pupils to 
use the Bible itself rather than printed 
excerpts from it. ‘Some superintendents 
find the list convenient to hand to sub- 


stitute teachers as a guide for their les-~ 


son preparation. This is particularly So 
in the summer vacation. period. 

The 1960 Lesson List is prepared in 
a very convenient, pocket-size form. 
It lists all the International Uniform 
Lessons in the year in chronological or- 


der. Over-all lesson titles are giyen, 


with the Scripture references and Gol- 
den Texts and devotional readings. 
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When our faithfulness costs us most 
it will be best rewarded.—C. H. Spur- 
geon. 





“WCTU membership because 
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Specific topics for the various depart- 
ments of the Sunday school are also 
shown, with the Scripture reference for 


each, where these differ from the over- . 


all Scriptures. 

Why not order a supply of the 1960 
Lesson List now and have them ready 
for usé? 

Ordering a supply now will insure 
having your lists whenever you have 
need for them. They may be had for 
20 cents a copy, $2 a dozen, or $16 a 
hundred, from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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Wine Used at the Passover 
(Continued from page 812) 


there is discrepancy in practice. Mod- 
ern Jews deviate in many ways from 
earlier Judaism, just as clerical Chris- 
tianity does. One cannot argue that 
because Jews in L—— have no paschal 
lamb at Passover, the Jews of Christ’s 
time did not. So with unfermented 
wine.—Ernest Gordon. 


(Reprinted from September 7, 1946) 
bd 


Temperance Nuggets 
(Continued from second page) 


cohol dealers, 427,880; grocery stores, 
279,440; and service stations, 184,740. 


The Wine Institute in its recent bul- 
letin points out that milk is still “tops” 
on the beverage hit parade in the 
U.S.A. Last year the average Ameri- 
can drank 35.2 gallons! Coffee came 
second with a score of 28.7 gallons. 
Tea was down to 6.8 gallons and liquors 
to about 17 gallons per capita. This is 
comfort to the forces of sobriety. Let 
us cut down the beer average by urg- 
ing folks to turn to milk. 


State police agencies administered 
more than 42,000 chemical tests last 
year to persons suspected of driving 
after drinking. The National Safety 
Council is trying. to discourage any 
drinking before driving. Campaigns 
are to begin soon to place a “social 
stigma” on those who drive after drink- 
ing. : 

A program of action should include 
it has a 
great heritage and is founded on facts 
and grounded in faith. . It has often 
borne the brunt of unjust criticism, 
leveled at the temperance cause, some- 
times by its enemies, sometimes by its 
friends. The WCTU was the first 
woman’s organization to support chem- 
ical tests for drinking drivers and it 
urged similar action by other women’s 
organizations. Its program includes in- 
forming oneself on the various areas 
of the alcohol problem and spreading 
the scientific facts about the danger of 
alcohol. 


Christian living is the test of Chris- 
tian truth. Our lives reveal the good 
way of “supreme allegiance to God.” 


The “Man of Distinction” has had his 
day. It is now the “Lady of Dis- 


tinction” who is being used by Calvert . 


Distillers to lure more people to the 








CHRISTIAN ITEMS 
PAY YOU 


BIG MONEY! 


SEND NAME FOR 


FREE OUTFIT 


BRACELET 
Get beautiful FREE —_ illustrating, describing 
over 30 famous Friendship House “Treasures of Faith 

. Ten Connuantaante Bracelet (shown), Christ 
Picture Plate, Bibles, Religious Wall Plaques, etc. 


Show to good Christian neighbors, 
They order from you, and you keep 40c 
takein. Also get lovely gifts Se 
out cost, and spare time income. 

and address for FREE c outfit, no pe arm sTODAY DAY! 


Sindy Ha i 


@ LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in oe mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so. many’ seri- 
ous young people in so many 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
A, Atlanta, Georgia 


Talmage Payne, Director 

















NANBETH HALL 
A Christian Residential School 
for Retarded Children 


Located ‘in a semi-rural setting 15 miles 
from Rochester. Open all year, with vaca- 
cations at Christmas, Easter, and two weeks 
in the summer. 


Program includes 5 hours per day of actual 
classroom activity. Self-care and social train- 
ing are emphasized because our aim is to 
repare the child to one day return to his 
toe and take his place as an acceptable 
member of his family group. 


The school is conducted on a thoroughly 
evangelical Christian basis. For further in- 
formation or to arrange for an interview 
please write to: 
Mrs. Mark E. Dubendorf, Nanbeth Hall, 
99 South Main Street 
Churchville, New York 








path of extinction. The campaign fol- 
lows the self-imposed ban on the use 
of women in advertising, which along 
with the acceptance of liquor by The 
Saturday Evening Post is regarded by 
the industry as its most important de- 
velopments since repeal. A total of over 
$410,000,000 was spent in alcoholic bev- 
erage advertising to induce the people 
of America to spend over ten billion 
dollars in 1957. 

We wish we had a picture to show 
afterwards of some of the people you 
see, in. the advertisements, happily and 
pleasantly drinking. In too many cases 
it would not be a pretty picture. It 
would not be the kind they would like 
to print. It would be a picture of 
3,000,000 new alcoholics over the next 
few years. It would be a picture of the 
problem drinkers, most of them on 
their way to alcoholism. Yet every 
alcoholic started as a moderate drinker. 
No abstainer would be in the ranks. 


The Topeka Daily Capital reports 






of every $lyou - 
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that American industry pays out more 
than a billion dollars annually because 
of alcoholism, with more than sixty 
million lost man-hours resulting from 
drink. 


Dr. Boy L. Smith of Methodist fame 
said that no scientist now living can 
tell any person whether or not he will 
become an alcoholic after he has taken 
the first drink. This means that every 
person is a potential alcoholic. The 
only guaranteed formula for security 
is abstinence. 


The New York Times, August 3rd, 
carried a two-column lead article rel- 
ative to drinking driving. In the na- 
tion last year 86,500 were convicted on 

_ evidence of state and highway police. 


Mg 


Cruising in the Tropics 
(Continued from page 815) 


what have frequently been the worst 
three weeks of the U.S. winter and at a 
time when it is summer there. The 
Empress of England, a 25,500-ton, 640- 
foot vessel, is ideally equipped for such 
a cruise. There are five passenger decks 
(all passengers are in one class), four 
passenger elevators, two swimming pools 
—indoors and out, promenade decks, 
sun decks, and other accommodations 
that provide for every conceivable 
need. With a group of Christian people 
as your friends and traveling compan- 
ions, the many worldly attractions that 
a steamer of this type will present can 
easily be avoided. 

The vacation tour will start from New 
York.on February 17 at 11 a.m. and will 
return to New York Monday, March 7 at 
3 pm. During the 19 days, nine ports 
will be visited and comprehensive sight- 
seeing tours will be included. Trinidad 
will be visited at its capital city, Port- 
of-Spain, with a population considerably 
over 100,000. Trinidad is the most color- 
ful and polyglot of all the West Indies. 
Here may be seen an East Indian 
woman in a sari, Hindus in traditional 
dress, Portuguese and Chinese, Moslem 
mosques, Hindu: temples and many ba- 
zaars. The sight-seeing tour will go 
through Port-of-Spain to the village of 
San Juan, then through the bamboo 
groves and cocoa plantations of the 
Santa Cruz Valley. It will take in the 
San Antonio nurseries, the summit of 
Saddleback Pass for excellent views, 
the north coast road to Maracas Bay, 
Botanical Gardens, Governor’s Palace, 
Queens Park Hotel, and will terminate 
at the pier and the Empress of England. 
Passengers will have the option of fi- 
mally leaving the motor cars at the 
Queens Park Hotel, the shopping dis- 
trict, or the pier. 

Stops and sight-seeing will be made 
as well at St. Thomas, Virgin Islands; 
Grenada; La Guaira, Venezuela; Cura- 
cao; Cristobal, Canal ne; Kingston, 
Jamaica; Port-au-Prince, Haiti; and 
Havana, Cuba. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, a director of the 
Times, and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany 
the cruise throughout. A circular is 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ready for those who may be interested, 
giving costs and all detailed information. 
Mail a card to Mr. Jaeger, The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, asking for it and it will 
be mailed at once. 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


sg Oh — ~~ on the International 
ms, issued a the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 
November 2 to 8 


Mon.—Acts 5:17-24. 
Suppression by the Sadducees. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “Then the high 
priest rose up, and all they that were 
with him, (which is the sect of the 
Sadducees,) and were filled with in- 
dignation, and laid their hands on the 
apostles, and put them in the common 
prison.” The higher the influence of a 
God-honoring church rises, the greater 
will be the oppression from the world, 
the flesh, and the Devil. But “the gates 
of hell” cannot prevail against the 
Lord’s church. She has always tri- 
umphed in hostile times and will con- 
tinue doing so. Persecution not only 
draws believers closer together in love 
but it makes them realize their need 
of God’s aid in their spiritual conflicts. 
Church purification and increase in 
spiritual power appear more in times 
of tribulation than in days of comfort 
and ease. Pray for Covenant College 
and Theological Seminary, St. Louis. 


Tues.—Acts 5:25-32. Obeying God. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We ought to 
obey God rather than men.” It takes 
courage to stand up for Jesus and to 
be a good and faithful servant for Him. 
The Lord gives His people strength for 
a bold witness for Him in the days of 
unreasonable, violent opposition to His 
Gospel. “Foxe’s Book of Martyrs” 
ought to be read in every Christian 
home. It tells how weak and timid 
men and women became bold in their 
confession of their hated Lord. They 
faced martyrdom with courage and 
calmness. We all need much boldness 
for Christ, especially when talking 
about salvation to bold sinners, Pray 
for Shenandoah Christian 
Roanoke, Va. 


Wed.—Acts 5:33-42. 
Gamaliel Counsels Discretion. 
PRAYER SuGcestTions: “Take heed to 
yourselves what ye intend to do as 
touching these men.” Not long ago I 
stood by the recently unearthed tomb 
of Rabbi Gamaliel in Northern Galilee. 
Gamaliel never imagined that what he 
counseled against the apostles would 
be known to the whole world and that 
the Gospel the apostles preached would 
succeed in all the world. Age tests the 
wisdom of men. All who are wise in 
their own conceits, and set up their wis- 
dom against the perfect, infinite wis- 
dom of God, must come to shame and 
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confusion. The counsels of men 
but the counsel of God standeth fo 
ever. Pray for Canadian Bible Co 
Regina, Sask., Can. 


Thurs.—Joshua 24:14-18. 
Are We on God’s § 

PRAYER SuccesTions: “Fear the Lon 
and serve him in sincerity and in tn 
. .. Choose you this day whom ye 
serve.” Joshua drew a sharp dividing 
line between promises and performang 
The people said, “We will serve th 
Lord”; but Joshua answered, “Ye hay 


. chosen you the Lord ... Now there 


fore put away .. . the strange gow 
which are among you, and incline 
heart unto the Lord” (vv. 22, 23). 

not in your promises to God. Works 
without deeds are like faith withou 
works—valueless. It is not what you 
wish for that shows you to be a Chris 
tian, but whom and what you live for, 
Pray for Christian and Missionary Al 
liance, New York. 


Fri—1 Corinthians 8:6-13. 

Principle Above F 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “But take 

lest by any means this liberty of your’ 
become a stumblingblock to them thal 
are weak.” - Christians must not tum 
to lawlessness. Your privilege as a 
believer must never be allowed to rm 
away with holy principles. Multitude 
do just this. They allow their personal 
preferences to ruin the effect of the 
Christian testimony. Guard your prin 
ciples carefully and your practices wi 
fall in line. Pray for Israel’s Remnant, 
Inc. (Mission to Jews), Detroit. 


Sat.—Daniel 1:8-15. 
Obedience Above Advant 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Daniel purpose 
in his heart that he would not defile 
himself with the portion of the king# 
meat, nor with the wine which: be 


drank.” Daniel’s main objective 

to honor, glorify, and please 
There is no higher ambition than living 
wholly to the pleasure of God. Ow 
Lord came down from Heaven not # 
do His own will, but the will of the 
Father who sent Him (John 6:38). 
Have you yet said to God, “Take my 
will and make it Thine, it shall be m0 
longer mine”? (F. R. Havergal.) Proj 
for the Salvation Army, Chicago. 


Sun.—Psalm 37:32-40. 
: The Ultimate Wisdom 

PRAYER SvuccEsTIons: “Wait on th 
Lord, and keep his way.” There is #0 
higher wisdom than God’s wisdom. l# 
your life and conduct be governed 
the Lord through His Holy Word. % 
will make you wise to salvation 
everything, good and evil. By God! 
commandments you come to know 
yourself, His will and way, and attail 
to sound wisdom and escape from tht 
path of the destroyer. God gives yo 
in His Word all that pertains to lift 
and godliness, to bliss on earth, and @ 
happiness in Heaven. God’s Word 
your ultimate wisdom. See to it 
you live daily in the Scriptures (P# 
1:1-3). Pray for the American Serif 
ture Gift Mission, Philadelphia. 





